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Set against the sun-drenched Napa Valley vineyards, this lush 
romantic masterpiece by Broadway’s famed Pulitzer-prize 

winning Frank Loesser (Guys and Dolls) weaves a passionate tale 
of unexpected love. With soaring melodies and vibrant Broadway 
showstoppers, this sweeping musical radiates with the timeless 

message that true a�ection sees beyond outward appearances to 
the real beauty within. Come see what makes this fella so happy!

JUNE 3-JUNE 28
Directed by JEFFREY B. MOSS

northcoastrep.org | Box O�ce: (858) 481-1055



welcome!

Welcome to North Coast Repertory Theatre!

We are so happy you have joined us for James 
Sherman’s wonderful family comedy, Beau Jest!

In the mid-1990s, I was lucky enough to be an 
actor in the tour of this joy-filled, touching and 
very funny play. I still carry the fondness of being 
involved in that lovely experience and the memory 

of the warm feelings that were created for the audiences that 
attended. This seemed to be a perfect time to create that for our 
beloved North Coast audience.

Following Beau Jest, The Most Happy Fella and Scapin still await us 
this season, and our 45th season approaches quickly. We have seven 
great titles in store for you. If you are a subscriber, thank you! You 
are the backbone of our efforts, and we will be happy to welcome 
you back to another exciting season.

If you are not a subscriber, we hope you will consider becoming one, 
that way you will assure yourself of your chosen seats to every show 
at the lowest price. We also have very lenient exchange policies if 
certain dates don’t work for you, discounted tickets for your friends, 
and many other benefits that come with a subscription.

You, the audience, are always the final piece of the artistic puzzle.  
At North Coast Rep, we value and appreciate you.

Thank you for being here and for supporting live theatre.

Warmest regards

David Ellenstein 
Artistic Director



director’s note

Beau Jest is not merely a delightful Jewish 
comedy. Yes, the family is Jewish. They 
celebrate traditional holidays and rituals — 
a Sabbath meal, a Passover Seder. We hear 
names like Klein, Goldman, and Dintenfass. 
Foods like kugel and chrain are consumed. And 
yes, we are even treated to a little Yiddish.

Some might assume that a play like this one would have limited 
appeal — productions at JCCs and audience-specific theatres 
only. But that is not the case. Far from it. Just like another very 
Jewish show — you may have heard of it — Fiddler on the Roof, 
Beau Jest is immensely universal. It is a story about family. 
A story about not wanting to disappoint your parents. A story 
about worrying for the well-being of our children. A story about 
love. And what is more universal than that?

And of course, it is very, very funny. Humor is overwhelmingly 
universal too.

It has been a joy to revisit this play, having once performed the 
role of Joel nearly ten years ago. A decade later, the themes 
remain as timely as ever. And although the play is set thirty 
years in the past, they continue to resonate today. I have 
no doubt that Beau Jest will go on charming and amusing 
audiences for thirty more years to come.

But for now, I hope it will charm and amuse you, as it continues 
to do the same for me.

Omri Schein
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TIME: Late 1980s

PLACE: Chicago

There will be a 15-minute intermission

* The actor or stage manager appears through the courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States  |  
 Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents more than 45,000 actors and stage managers in the United States. Equity seeks to advance, promote 
and foster the art of live theatre as an essential component of our society. Equity negotiates wages and working conditions, providing a wide range of benefits, 
including health and pension plans. AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO, and is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of performing arts unions. The Equity 
emblem is our mark of excellence. www.actorsequity.org

“Beau Jest” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf 
of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production 
and distributing recordings or streams in any medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, 

a violation of the author(s)’s rights and actionable under United States copyright law. For more 
information, please visit: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists.

STAGE MANAGER Christopher M. Williams* 

SET DESIGN Marty Burnett 

LIGHT DESIGN Matthew Novotny 

COSTUME DESIGN Jennifer Brawn Gittings 

SOUND DESIGN Evan Eason 

PROPS DESIGN Michael Wogulis 

HAIR & WIG DESIGN Peter Herman 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT Alyssa Hayden 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT Clarence Lightfoot III

CAST 
(alphabetical order)

BOB SCHROEDER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Ashdown* 

JOEL GOLDMAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josh Cahn* 

CHRIS CRINGLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Benjamin Cole 

SARAH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katrina Michaels* 

ABE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joel Polis* 

MIRIAM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Remez*

BY JAMES SHERMAN
DIRECTED BY OMRI SCHEIN

Season 44 has been made possible by the 
generosity of The Step Family Foundation

LEAD PRODUCTION SPONSOR 

Leonard Hirsch
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Profiles

JAMES�SHERMAN�(Playwright) is the author of the plays Magic Time, The 
God of Isaac, Mr. 80%, The Escape Artist, Beau Jest, This Old Man Came 
Rolling Home, Jest A Second!, Romance in D, From Door to Door, The Old 
Man’s Friend, Affluenza!, Half and Half, Relatively Close and Jacob and 
Jack. James was a theatre student at Illinois State University in the early 
1970s. He began his professional career as a writer and performer with 
The Second City in Chicago and received an M.F.A. degree from Brandeis 
University. Since 1985, he has had thirteen plays premiered at the Tony 

Award-winning Victory Gardens Theater in Chicago directed by Dennis Zacek, and he was 
a founding member of the Victory Gardens Playwrights Ensemble. James’ plays have been 
published and are regularly produced by theatres throughout the United States, and have 
also been seen in Canada, Mexico, Australia, South America, England, Germany, Austria, 
Turkey, South Africa, Australia, China and Korea. In the summer of 2006, James wrote and 
directed the movie of his play Beau Jest, starring Lainie Kazan, Seymour Cassel and Robyn 
Cohen. It is available on DVD. James currently teaches Playwriting and Improvisation at 
Columbia College of Chicago and DePaul University. He has been a teacher of Playwriting 
and Acting on the faculties of The Second City Training Center, Chicago Dramatists 
Workshop and Victory Gardens Theater. He was a visiting professor for the spring ’01 
semester in Seoul, South Korea at the Korean National University of the Arts. He has led 
workshops in Improvisation at the Esalen Institute in Big Sur, California. He has received 
grants from the Illinois Arts Council and has been the recipient of fellowships from The 
MacDowell Colony, the Ragdale Foundation, The Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, and 
Yaddo. He is a member of The Dramatists Guild of America.

OMRI�SCHEIN�(Director) is half of the musical theatre writing team of 
Lincoln and Schein, of which their musicals include: The Evolution of 
Calpurnia Tate, The Remarkable Mister Holmes, Making Melrose, Grecian 
Burns, Fintastic Finn, and the upcoming musical Gene Wilder’s My French 
Whore. Other credits: Mambo Italiano, Withering Heights, and Gary Goldfarb: 
Master Escapist (NYMF Award Best Lyrics). Directing: How To Succeed..., 
Jekyll and Hyde, Fiddler on The Roof, and Anything Goes for SDMT, Psycho 
Beach Party at Southwestern College, and The Mousetrap at Grossmont 

College. Acting: Peril In The Alps and Murder On The Links, Baskerville, Babette’s Feast, All in 
the Timing, A Funny Thing…ForumX3, Persuasion, Noises Off, The Explorers Club, Beau Jest, 
Laughter On the 23rd Floor, Around The World in 80 Days, The Underpants, The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling BeeX3, Five Course Love, The Big Bang, When Pigs Fly, Disney’s 
Beauty and The Beast, Dear World, The People Vs. Mona (Off-Broadway/Cast Recording), 
Hell’s Belles, Henry V, Grease (tour) and When You’re in Love, The Whole World Is Jewish. 
www.omri-schein.com



Profiles

SAM�ASHDOWN*�(Bob Schroeder) is thrilled to be making his North 
Coast Rep debut! Credits include The Glass Menagerie (Maples Repertory 
Theatre), Murder On The Orient Express (The Old Globe), Jane (Lamb’s 
Players Theatre), A Christmas Story (Nashville Repertory Theatre), 
Macbeth, Hamlet (Nashville Shakespeare Festival), Henry V, Julius 
Caesar, The Taming of the Shrew, Henry IV Part II, Henry IV Part I, Sense 
and Sensibility (Utah Shakespeare Festival), The Bungler (Shakespeare 
Theatre of New Jersey), Shipwrecked, Starcrossed, The Merchant of Venice 

(Gulfshore Playhouse), To Master the Art (TimeLine Theatre), Sense and Sensibility (People’s 
Light), Tom Jones (Northlight Theatre), The Liar (Writers Theatre), Twelfth Night, Richard 
III, Troilus and Cressida (American Players Theatre), Much Ado About Nothing, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Montana Shakespeare in the Parks). TV/Film: “The Bootstrap Cafe,” 
“Facsimile Machines,” “Ruin Me.” Education: M.F.A., University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, B.F.A., Southern Oregon University. www.samashdown.net

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY AYSE UNDERHILL

JOSH�CAHN*�(Joel Goldman) North Coast Rep debut! Josh is thrilled to 
be returning to the stage with Beau Jest. Theater credits include Alabama 
Shakespeare, The Engeman Theater, CRT, and more. TV & Film credits 
include projects for HBO, AMC+, NBC, Comedy Central, Adult Swim, 
and upcoming films “The Toast” & “Love Language.” Josh has also been 
featured in more than 30 commercials and is a nationally touring stand-
up comedian. He was recently awarded Best Next Jewish comedian by 
The Chosen Comedy Festival. Endless thanks to The Mine Talent Agency, 

JHA Management, and the team at North Coast Rep. Much love to his partner, Haley, his 
tiny chihuahua, Judith, & his actual Jewish mother who prepared him for this role. Josh 
is a proud member of the Actors’ Equity Association & SAG-AFTRA. @JoshCahnmedy 
www.JoshCahn.com

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY HARV KAUFFMAN

BENJAMIN�COLE�(Chris Cringle) is proud to lead as the Director of 
Theatre School Education and Outreach for North Coast Repertory 
Theatre. Ben has been seen on stage locally at The Old Globe, The 
La Jolla Playhouse, North Coast Repertory Theatre and many others. 
He has experience acting, teaching, directing, and fight choreographing 
all over the country including work with the Orlando Shakespeare 
Theater, the Oklahoma Shakespearean Festival, and the Illinois 
Shakespeare Festival. Check out upcoming options at the Theatre School: 

NorthCoastRepTheatreSchool.org.

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY NANCY KAYE 



KATRINA�MICHAELS*�(Sarah) ) is delighted to share this story of matzah, 
mayhem, and mishpocha! Regional credits include: Come From Away — 
Janice/Accordion/Whistles/Piano (La Mirada); A Hanukkah Carol —  
Dickensian Orphan/Past Chava (Round House Theatre); Peter and the 
Starcatcher — Molly (Orlando Shakespeare/Argyle Theatre/Winnipesaukee 
Playhouse/Eagle Theatre); Little Shop of Horrors — Audrey, and Pride & 
Prejudice — Lydia/Lady C (Creede Rep); Spelling Bee — Logainne, and 
Tribes — Ruth (Florida Rep); Cabaret — Sally; Twelfth Night — Viola; 

The 39 Steps — Clown; A Midsummer Night’s Dream — Hermia. NYC credits include Hoi 
Polloi —  Pinkie (Theatre Row); Rhinoceros — Daisy; Dracula — Lucy; and The Importance 
of Being Earnest — Gwendolen. London credits include Vanity Fair — Becky Sharp; Much 
Ado About Nothing — Dogberry/Margaret/Accordion; No for an Answer — Francie (Arcola); 
The Comedy of Errors — Dromio of Ephesus; OFFIE-winning La Maupin. @katmichaels27 | 
www.katrina-michaels.com

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY SUE & DEAN MILLS 

JOEL�POLIS*�(Abe) An award-winning actor based in Los Angeles, Joel 
has logged forty+ years in the professional theater. He was raised in 
Philadelphia and attended USC, NYU, and Yale Drama School. He has 
performed in theaters throughout the US, from NY’s Off Broadway and 
the East Coast Regional Theater circuit to California’s rich theater scene 
including San Diego’s Old Globe, the Fountain, Mark Taper Forum, 
Odyssey, Pasadena Playhouse, South Coast and CV Rep theaters. Credits 
include Julius Caesar, Richard III, My Name is Asher Lev (LADCC, Stage 

Raw Awards), Disgraced, Pound of Flesh (LADCC nominee), Names (Dramalogue, Ovation 
awards), Bach at Leipzig, and The Baby Dance (original production). Joel’s 120+ film, TV 
movies, and episodic credits include “The Thing,” “The Rookie,” “True Believer,” “It’s my 
Party,” “Seinfeld,” “Cheers,” “Law and Order,” “Northern Exposure,” “Picket Fences” and 
“Star Trek Voyager.” This “Jest” is for SaRah and Terry.

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY HILLARY & JEFFREY LIBER 

JILL�REMEZ*�(Miriam) is thrilled to make her North Coast Rep Debut. Her 
theatre credits include: Latino Theatre Company: Mix-Mix, International 
City Theatre: Myra, Deathtrap, Wallis Theatre: The Bluest Eye (workshop 
production), OpenFist Theatre Company: Ofelia, Anna in the Tropics, 
West Coast Jewish Theatre: Kate, Broadway Bound, Mark Taper Forum: 
Ensemble, Body of Bourne (World Premiere), Laguna Playhouse: Germaine, 
Picasso at the Lapin Agile, South Coast Rep: Sofia, Two Sisters and a Piano 
(West Coast Premiere). TV & Film credits include: “Matlock,” “Bosch: 

Legacy,” “911,” “Yellowstone,” This is Us,” “The Neighborhood,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” 
“The Good Place,” “Made for Love” & “Criminal Minds.” VO credits include: Zom 100, 



Profiles

Demonslayer, The Grimm Variations, In/Spectre, Blue Exorcist and Lupin Part 6 as well as 
several video games.

THIS ARTIST SPONSORED BY DR. CYNTHIA & MARTIN DAVIS

CHRISTOPHER�M��WILLIAMS*�(Stage Manager) Christopher is a union actor and stage 
manager, as well as a director, producer, fight choreographer, designer, and instructor. 
Some of his credits include playing Nathan Rothschild in the original cast of the Off-
Broadway production of Rothschild & Sons, opposite Robert Cuccioli; Hamlet On Trial 
with comedy legend Billy Connolly (Theatre League); The Drawer Boy and A Moon for the 
Misbegotten (AZ Theatre Company); Noises Off (Idaho Shakespeare Festival); Angels In 
America: Part I & II, and Lobby Hero (Actors Theatre); Hamlet, Romeo & Juliet, Julius Caesar, 
Oliver!, West Side Story, A Funny Thing…Forum (Southwest Shakespeare Company). Over the 
past 20 years, he has directed, stage managed or performed in 40 productions at North 
Coast Rep. Christopher has also worked as a producer, casting director, and on-set acting 
coach for the WWII feature “Walking with the Enemy,” starring Sir Ben Kingsley and Jonas 
Armstrong.

DESIGNERS

MARTY�BURNETT�(Set Design) Resident Designer at North Coast Rep since 1992. Scenic 
designed more than 250 productions at the theatre. Resident Designer at Coronado 
Playhouse 1981-84 and Fiesta Dinner Theater 1984-87. Co-owner Props and Drops 
1987-91, Designing for Union Plaza, Hacienda and Sahara Hotels and Casinos, Las Vegas; 
Harrah’s, South Lake Tahoe and Claridge Hotel, Atlantic City; Drury Lane Theater, Chicago. 
At Laguna Playhouse designed Chapatti, Alexandros, and transfer designed Beside Myself, 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder, Murder on the Links, The Angel Next Door, Tartuffe, 
Camelot, and Peril in the Alps from North Coast Rep. Marty has a B.A. from Creighton 
University, Omaha, NE.

MATTHEW�NOVOTNY�(Light Design) is pleased to be designing another show for North 
Coast Rep, where he has designed close to 40 shows over the past seven years. Matthew 
is currently the Lighting Designer in Residence for San Diego Musical Theatre as well as 
North Coast Rep, and his work can be seen at a wide variety of theatres across San Diego. 
Matthew holds a B.A. in Technical Theatre from San Diego State and a master’s degree in 
Lighting Design from Boston University. Matthew is married to his beautiful wife Amanda, 
with five AMAZING children: Ragan, Harper, Heston, Maddex, and Harrison.

JENNIFER�BRAWN�GITTINGS�(Costume Design) is an award-winning Costume Designer 
based in San Diego. Most recently, she designed All the Men Who Frighten Me at La Jolla 
Playhouse. Other local credits include multiple costume designs for The Old Globe and 
Cygnet, 17 seasons at San Diego REP, and 13 seasons with MOXIE. Regional: A Noise 
Within, Crossroads Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre New Jersey, The Western Stage. 



Accolades include four Craig Noel Awards, a Patté Award, and the NAACP Theatre Award. 
JBG is full-time costume faculty and head of technical theatre at Grossmont College. She’s 
delighted to be back at North Coast Rep working with Omri.

EVAN�EASON�(Sound Design) is overjoyed to be back with North Coast Rep again! Previous 
credits: What the Constitution Means to Me, Incident at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Intimate 
Apparel, The Cherry Orchard (North Coast Rep), Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, Evita, 
Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill (Cygnet), Titus Andronicus, The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
(USD MFA/The Old Globe), A Streetcar Named Desire (Backyard Renaissance), [title of 
show], The Thanksgiving Play, Into the Woods (New Village Arts), Eighty-Sixed, The Mystery 
of Irma Vep (Diversionary), Pick Me Last, Emily Driver’s Great Race Through Time and Space 
(La Jolla Playhouse).

MICHAEL�WOGULIS�(Props Design) is a scenic, projections, and props designer based 
in San Diego. Props design credits include Beside Myself (North Coast Rep/Laguna 
Playhouse), Birthday Candles (North Coast Rep), Little Women (Moxie Theatre), Our Dear 
Dead Drug Lord (Moxie). Scenic design credits: Blues for an Alabama Sky (Moxie), The Prom 
(San Diego Musical Theatre), Miracle on 34th Street (New Village Arts), Clyde’s (Moxie). 
Projection design credits: The Apiary, The Mountaintop, La Havana Madrid (New Village Arts), 
Cleopatra (Moxie). Michael is an alumnus of UC San Diego, with both a BA and an MFA in 
scenic design from the university. michaelwogulis.com

PETER�HERMAN�(Hair) has previously designed wigs for more than 30 North Coast Rep 
productions. Peter teaches wig and makeup design at San Diego State University. He is 
glad to be part of the creative team on this show.

ALYSSA�HAYDEN�(Production Assistant) is delighted to be working with North Coast Rep. 
She has worked for nine years as a Stage Manager and Production Assistant in San Diego. 
Some of her work includes She Kills Monsters (San Diego City College), Ripcord (Coronado 
Playhouse), LIT (Blindspot Collective), Dr. Seuss’s How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (Old 
Globe), R-E-S-P-E-C-T (Lamb’s Players Theatre), Somewhere Over the Border (Cygnet 
Theatre).

CLARENCE�LIGHTFOOT�III�(Production Assistant) 2 Pianos 4 Hands Production Assistant — 
North Coast Rep, Eisenhower: This Piece of Ground Production Assistant — North Coast 
Rep, The Prince of Egypt Deck Crew — Moonlight Amphitheater.

CREW

ALYSSA�HAYDEN

CLARENCE�LIGHTFOOT

THANK�YOU
Marni Fullington — Costume Assistant
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in honor & MEMORY

Judy Bentovim  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Karen Begin  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Carol Blumberg  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Teresa & Mike Bullock  
in memory of John Harris

Eric Cohen  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Patti & Rick Cohen  
in honor of Diana Glimm

Gigi Cramer  
in honor of  

Randall & Cameron Cramer

Marcella Cyr  
in honor of Tiffany Tang

Dr. Cynthia & Martin Davis  
in memory of Allen Moffson

Dr. Cynthia & Martin Davis  
in honor of Marilyn Tedesco

Berit & Tom Durler  
in memory of Hannah Step

Monica & Rob Eastin  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Adrienne Feldner  
in memory of Robert Feldner

Kerry Freshman  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Judith & William Friedel  
in honor of Nancy Richards

Pam & Hal Fuson  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Ellen Geer  
in honor of David Ellenstein

Ana Maria Grace  
and the Cuccaro Family  

in memory of Allen Moffson

Ana Maria Grace  
in honor of Denise Young

June Gottleib  
in honor of David Ellenstein

Ron Guerin  
in memory of Caitlin Cohn

Dr. Charlie Hoar  
in honor of Joe Hoar

Sonia Israel  
in honor of Marilyn Tedesco

Connie Coe & Michael Kenner  
in memory of William Coltellaro

Ilene Kruger  
in honor of David Ellenstein

Judith Levin  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Clark Libenson  
in honor Jeff Patterson

Anni Lipper  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Lisa & Dr. Stuart Lipton  
in memory of Hannah Step

Carol Luery  
in memory of Elizabeth Kruidenier

Marcia Malkus  
in memory of Robert Malkus, MD

Susan McLeish  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Gloria Miller  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Jaime Perez  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Pete Perez  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Shirley Pidgeon  
in memory of Hannah Step

Charles Perrin  
in memory of Marilyn Perrin

Louise Rosenberg  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Julie & Jay Sarno  
in memory of Hannah Step

Carole Schreiber  
in honor of Diana Glimm

Roy Sekigahama  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Jo-Anne & Casey Smith  
in memory of Mike Weinberger 

Jo Anne Springer  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Susan Stewart  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Barb & Sam Takahashi  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Marilyn Tedesco  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Julie Ustin  
in memory of William Coltellaro

Cathy Weil  
in memory of John Weil and Allen 

Moffson

Marilyn Weiss  
in memory of Hilda Krattinger

Virginia Wofford  
in memory of Hannah Step

Jim Ziegler  
in memory of Bill Coltellaro

Ana Maria Grace  
in honor of volunteer and donor 

extraordinaire Bette Johnson

CONCORD�THEATRICALS is the world’s most significant theatrical company, comprising 
the catalogs of R&H Theatricals, Tams-Witmark, Samuel French, The Andrew Lloyd 
Webber Collection, Dramatists Play Service and Playscripts, plus over 100 new signings 
each year. It is the only firm providing truly comprehensive services to the creators and 
producers of plays and musicals, including theatrical licensing, music publishing, script 
publishing, cast recording and producing. As a producer and record label, the company 
has won three Tony Awards and two GRAMMY Awards in the past six years.



We asked several North Coast Rep sta�  members, 

“What’s the most surprising thing 
about your role at North Coast Rep?”

Whether 
it’s actors, 
designers, 

or directors, 
the quality of 

people I get to 
work with here 

at the theatre 
is the most 

exciting part 
of my day.

The tools an 
actor uses to sink 

into a role are 
actually quite 

similar to those 
of a fundraiser�— 

emotional 
connection, 

communication, 
even 

memorization.

Brian Mackey 
Associate Artistic 

Director

Marisa Kikis
Engagement & 

Individual Giving 
Manager

Coral McMurtry 
Finance Manager

Liam Sullivan
Associate 
Production 
Manager

Off ScripT
at North Coast Rep

Theatre is a deeply 
collaborative art 
form�—�not just on the 
stage, but beyond. 
The various 
departments at 
North Coast Rep 
all come together 
in a way that is 
pure magic.

If you catch a 
variety night or 
theatre school 
performance, 
look up in the 
booth�—�I design 
the lights and 
run the show!

(Scan codes to watch video.)



The Mo� Dazzling 
Night of the Year!

Supporting the HeART of Theatre in North County!

Saturday, May 16, 2026 | 5 p.m.
Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, Carlsbad, CA

An Evening of Laughter
   with Rita Rudner

Step into the spotlight and become  

a patron sponsor today!

Tickets on sale now! 

For more information contact: 

Gabrielle Holley

gabrielle@northcoastrep.org

858-481-2155 ext. 200

Saturday, May 16, 2026 | 5 p.m.
Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, Carlsbad, CA

An Evening of Laughter
   with Rita Rudner

Step into the spotlight and become  

a patron sponsor today!

Tickets on sale now! 



KPBS is a public service of San Diego State University.

Who defines
San Diego’s culture?

San Diego is a region full of
people, art and movements 
redefining our cultural 
identity and reshaping 
our communities and 
expressions.

Listen to The Finest, a new 
podcast from KPBS that deepens 
our understanding of 
why we are America’s Finest.

Listen wherever you
get your podcasts.

kpbs.org/thefinest



GENERAL�INFORMATION

Theatre Address

987 Lomas Santa Fe Dr.
Suite D
Solana Beach, CA 92075

Box Office

Hours are Monday-Sunday  
Noon to 4 p.m. 
Performance days 
Noon to curtain. 
858.481.1055
Fax 858.481.1527

Group Sales

858-481-2155 ext. 202

Administrative Office

977 Lomas Santa Fe Dr.
Suite E
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Hours are: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
858.481.2155 
Fax 858.481.1527

Website

northcoastrep.org

Restrooms

Accessible restrooms are 
located in our cafe and 
additional restrooms are located 
upstairs in the courtyard area.

Parking

There is plenty of safe, free 
parking directly in front of the 
theatre and additional parking is 
available behind the theatre.

Late Arrivals

Late arrivals will be seated 
at the discretion of the house 
manager. Latecomers may be 
asked to wait until intermission 
to be seated or reschedule. We 
encourage our patrons to plan 
ahead as weather and traffic 
may delay your arrival.

Show Content &  

Age Restrictions

North Coast Rep does not offer 
advisories about subject matter, 
as sensitivities vary from 
person to person. If you have 
any questions about content, 
age-appropriateness or stage 
effects (such as strobe lights or 
theatrical fog) that might have 
a bearing on patron comfort, 
please contact the box office at 
(858) 481-1055. All patrons must 
have a ticket regardless of age. 
No children under 6 years of age 
will be admitted to main stage 
productions. NORTH COAST 
REP IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS.

In consideration of your 

fellow patrons… 

For your safety and as 
a courtesy to the performers, 
please remain seated until the 
performance has ended and 
the house lights have come on. 
Please turn off cell phones, 
watch alarms, and beepers. 
Heavy fragrances (perfumes/
colognes) can be distracting 
and cause allergic reactions 
for some guests. Please be 
considerate of others. Use of 
camera and recording devices 
is not permitted in the theatre. 
Smoking is permitted only in the 
outdoor courtyard of the theatre. 
Use of a ticket constitutes 
acknowledgement of willingness 
to appear in photographs taken 
in public access areas of the 
theatre and releases it and all 
others from liabilities resulting 
from such photographs.

North Coast Repertory Theatre

North Coast Repertory Theatre, under the artistic leadership 
of David Ellenstein since 2003, is a professional Equity theatre 
currently celebrating its 44th Season. North Coast Rep has 
received critical acclaim from media and audiences alike and 
has evolved into one of the area’s leading performing arts 
organizations. North Coast Rep prides itself on employing the 
majority of its actors from Actors’ Equity Association for its 
high quality, award-winning productions, and staging works by 
established and emerging playwrights. Throughout its history, 
North Coast Rep has created a platform where artist and 
audience thrive through the intimacy of live theatre, recognizing 
the power of theatre to challenge complacency, revitalize the 
imagination, nurture the unexpected, and embrace the variety 
and diversity in our lives.

North Coast Rep Staff

David Ellenstein
Artistic Director

Bill Kerlin
Managing Director

Benjamin Cole
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Brian Mackey
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Denise Young
Director of Development
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Liam Sullivan 
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Technical Director

Tim Baran
Associate Technical Director 

Gabrielle Holley
Events, House  
& Volunteer Manager

Noelle Marion
Marketing Assistant

Steve Smith
Administrative Assistant

Austin Jenniches
Box Office Manager

Coral McMurtry
Finance Manager

Fran Morilak 
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Michael Podd   
Sales 

Donovan Bakin, Diane Bradley, 
Alyssa Cook, Maggie Harris, 
Nan Pace
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Donovan Bakin
Patron Services Lead
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Ouellet, Amanda Schaar
Patron Services 

Benedict Heaps, Kaylin Poblete
TS@NCRT Education Assistants



For sponsorship or to 
become a donor, please 
contact: 
Denise Young
858-481-2155 ext 210
denise@northcoastrep.org

For questions regarding 
the Theatre School@
North Coast Rep,  
please contact:
Benjamin Cole
858-481-2155 ext 216
ben@northcoastrep.org

To advertise in this 
program or for 
other advertising 
opportunities, 
please contact:
Nancy Richards
858-481-2155 ext 220
nancy@northcoastrep.org 

For group sales 
information and tickets, 
please contact: 
Michael Podd
858-481-2155, ext. 202
groupsales@northcoastrep.org

For tickets, please call 
or go online to: 
858-481-1055 
www.northcoastrep.org
Toll-free 888-776-NCRT (6278)

Melani Bruce 
Volunteer Marketing Assistant

Donna D’Angelo 
Barron Henzel
Graphic Designers

Denise Young 
Webmaster

Bob Waller,  
Insight Biz Coach LLC
Consultant

Julie Nemitz
Digital Marketing Consultant

Theatre School Instructors at 
NorthCoastRepTheatreSchool.org

David Ellenstein 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Born into a theatrical family, David has worked in theatres across 
the country. Before joining North Coast Rep in 2003, he served 
as Artistic Director for the Los Angeles Repertory Company and 
the Arizona Jewish Theatre Company (AJTC). He currently serves 
as Artistic Director of North Coast Rep. A veteran of over 250 
theatrical productions, directorial favorites include: 

North Coast Rep – Louisa Gillis, Beside Myself, Birthday Candles, 
A View from the Bridge, Sense of Decency, The Angel Next Door, 
Eleanor, The Cherry Orchard, Annabella in July, The Remarkable 
Mister Holmes (also co-author), The Homecoming, Ben Butler, 
Dr. Glas, Becoming Dr. Ruth, Einstein Comes Through, Trying, An 
Iliad, A Christmas Carol, Same Time, Next Year, The Outsider, All 
in the Timing, Holmes & Watson, A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, The Father, This Random World, Travels with My 
Aunt, The Illusion, Hedda Gabler (World Premiere Translation), Way 
Downriver; William Faulkner’s ‘Old Man’ (West Coast Premiere), 
Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Great Nome Gold Rush 
(World Premiere), Side by Side by Sondheim, Chapter Two, Freud’s 
Last Session (San Diego Premiere), Faded Glory (World Premiere), 
Mandate Memories (World Premiere), Becoming Cuba (World 
Premiere), Time Stands Still, Words By: Ira Gershwin and the Great 
American Songbook (World Premiere), Two by Pinter: The Lover 
and The Dumb Waiter, HENRY IV Part 1, Heroes, My Name is Asher 
Lev, The Drawer Boy, Becky’s New Car, Ghosts, The Tempest, Talley’s 
Folly, Over the Tavern, Old Wicked Songs, The Dresser, Jacques Brel 
is Alive and Well and Living in Paris, Madagascar, A Shayna Maidel, 
The Honky-Tonk Angels, Rashomon, A Moon for the Misbegotten, 
Tuesdays with Morrie, Collected Stories, Halpern and Johnson, 
Romeo and Juliet, Amy’s View, Einstein Comes Through (also 
co-author); The Chosen, A Life in the Theatre, Story Theatre, and 
Charley’s Aunt. Coconut Grove Playhouse - Sonia Flew starring 
Lucie Arnaz; Halpern and Johnson starring Hal Linden and Brian 
Murray. Papermill Playhouse - The Chosen starring Theodore 
Bikel and John Lloyd Young. 59E59 - His Royal Hipness Lord 
Buckley. Park Square & Colony Theatre – Words By. Portland 
Stage - Halpern and Johnson. Renaissance Theatre - Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night. Actor’s Theatre of Phoenix - Rabbit Hole. 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival - The Glass Menagerie, Rocket City 
(World Premiere) and Honky-Tonk Angels. Laguna Playhouse - 
Chapatti, Alexandros (World Premiere). Southwest Shakespeare 
Company - Cyrano de Bergerac. AJTC - Awake and Sing. Meadow 
Brook Theatre - A Christmas Carol. Portland Rep - Conversations 
with My Father and Gaslamp Quarter Theatre - A Shayna Maidel.

Winner of numerous theatre awards, including the San Diego 
Theatre Critics Circle Award for “2018 Director of the Year.”  

Favorite roles as an actor include Andrey Botvinnik in A Walk 
in the Woods,  Max Prince in Laughter on the 23rd Floor, Matt 
in Talley’s Folly at North Coast Rep, title roles in Hamlet at 
Los Angeles Theatre Center and Los Angeles Repertory 
Company; Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof at Moonlight Stage; 
Richard III at California Shakespeare Festival; Einstein in Picasso 
at the Lapin Agile at Laguna Playhouse; Calisto in The Illusion at 
the Arizona Theatre Company; Jonathan in Sight Unseen at North 
Coast Rep and Portland Repertory Theatre. 

Film and television credits include over three dozen roles 
including “Star Trek IV,” “The Practice,” “Foul Play,” “Christine 
Cromwell,” “Renegade,” “Eight is Enough” and “General 
Hospital.” David has also been guest faculty for numerous 
universities including California State Northridge, Cal Arts, and 
Shakespeare workshops privately. David lives with his beautiful 
wife Denise and their amazing sons Jamie and Will.
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The Step Family Foundation*
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Eric Cohen*
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Karyn Kobayashi & Jim Jacobs*
Rita Koor†
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Shirley Estes
Leonard Hirsch*
Stanley Siegel*
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Carol Davidson & Dr. Stephen Baird*
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Cathy & Dr. Richard Buller*
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David Laing†
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Robin Lipman*
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Dee Silver, MD
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leading Roles

North Coast repertory Theatre thanks these generous individuals and organizations for 
supporting our commitment to consistently deliver high quality professional theatre to 
our audiences in North County. Please consider joining our family of arts benefactors 

with a gift of your own. Gifts large and small make a big difference!

All donations listed from March 30, 2025 to March 30, 2026.

* Members of Encore! Annual Giving Society   The cross (†) denotes deceased.
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Susan & Charles Muha
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Robert Nowlan
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Marcia Schofield
Dr. Thomas A. Schweller*
Carolyn Scott
Steve Seaborg
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Patricia & John Seiber
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Dr. Ed Siegel
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Denise & Eric Sparks
Nancy & Alan Spector
Cynthia Stern
Jill Stone
Carolyn & Dr. John Strauss*
Susan & Ron Styn
James Sutorius
Geoffrey Swortwood
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Elizabeth Taft
Marybeth & William Thayer
Sylvia Steding & Roger Thieme
Drs. Christine White & Joseph Traube
Susan & Richard Ulevitch*
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Monica Viotto
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Cathy Weil*
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Dr. Ann Wycoff
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If you are interested in seeing how you can play a greater leading role at North Coast Repertory Theatre, 
please contact Denise Young at denise@northcoastrep.org or (858) 481-2155 ext. 210. 

We strive for accuracy, please send any corrections to the development office at (858) 481-2155 ext. 211.
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north coast rep

President’s Advisory Council

Lucie Arnaz
Kenneth Baca
Richard Dreyfuss

Kathleen Bell Flynn
Steve Flynn
Leonard Hirsch

Dave Roberts
Jay Sarno
Julie Sarno

Founders

Tom and Olive Blakistone

Annmarie D’Ercole Boutique
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
B Cellars Vineyards and Winery
Bitchin’ Sauce
Broadway San Diego
Burtech Family Winery
California Wine Festival
City Ballet of San Diego
Cygnet Theatre
Davis Estates
Del Mar Solana Beach Rotary
Destination Smokehouse & Eatery BBQ
Emerald Isle Golf Course
Ensui Sushi
Finnia Fine Clothing
Firenze Trattoria
The Fish Market
Flagship Cruises
Float
Glamour Nails
Handel’s Homemade Ice Cream 
HITS Del Mar Horse Park
Keane Studios
Koi Zen Cellars
La Jolla Playhouse
Laguna Playhouse
La Valle Coastal Club
Lomas Santa Fe Country Club
Manscaped
Mariposa Styling & Shopping
Mille Fleurs
Miraval Spa

Moonlight Stage Productions
Murder n’ Mayhem: Murder Mystery Parties
New Village Arts
Noelle Styles Salon
Oceanside Museum of Art
The Old Globe
OnStage Playhouse
The Op Games
Orfila Vineyards and Winery
Our Green Affair
Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, Golf Club, & Spa
Pink Lagoon Boutique
Premiere Medical Wellness
Rancho Valencia Resort & Spa
Rayluca Chocolate
Regina Kurtz Interior Design
The Roustabouts Theatre Co.
San Diego Botanic Garden
San Diego Padres
San Diego Symphony
San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance
Satori Designs
Scripps Ranch Theatre
Shutters on the Beach
Soapy Joe’s
Somich Interior Design
Temecula Olive Oil
U.S.S. Midway Museum
Viejas Casino & Resort
Voice by Duffy
The Wine Connection

Special Thanks to

President’s Circle $25,000+
The Shubert Foundation

US BANK

Producer’s Circle $10,000+
American Assets Trust

The County of San Diego  
at the recommendation of  
Terra Lawson-Remer

ProtoStar Group

Director’s Circle $5,000
City of Carlsbad

City of Solana Beach

Daniel Morilak, SVP, Financial Advisor,  
Family Wealth Director at Morgan Stanley

KPBS

Tresp Law, APC

Playwright’s Circle $2,500+
Metro Flooring

Gay & Lesbian Fund for San Diego

Designer’s Circle $1,000+
EDCO

ITEX Inland Valley

NEBCAL Printing

Corporate, Foundation and Government Support

Please join us in thanking the following businesses and government agencies for their support.  

All donations listed from March 30, 2025 to March 30, 2026.



JAN 6-JAN 31, 2027
WEST COAST PREMIERE

JUN 2-JUN 27, 2027
SAN DIEGO PREMIERE

FEB 24-MAR 21, 2027
A CLASSIC SATIRE

JUL 14-AUG 8, 2027
WORLD PREMIERE

SEP 16-OCT 11, 2026
WEST COAST PREMIERE

OCT 28-NOV 22, 2026
A BROADWAY HIT

APR 14-MAY 9, 2027
AN INTIMATE REVIVAL

northcoastrep.org

box office: 858-481-1055

group sales: 858-481-2155, x202

Season 45
ANNOUNCING

Become a subscriber! 
Buy 7 shows for the price of 6 with our 7-play 
subscription package! (Based on full price 
ticket for each show.) 

North Coast Repertory Theatre proudly 
unveils its exciting 2026-2027 season, 
o�ering audiences an eclectic mix of 
premieres, a beloved classic, and a theatrical 
treasure. Under the artistic direction of 
David Ellenstein, the upcoming season 
promises to deliver exceptional theatrical 
experiences for patrons of all tastes.


