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He was the funniest man in the room. And the most unfiltered! 
Pulitzer Prize winner Doug Wright’s compassionate and 
wickedly funny portrait of Oscar Levant�—�pianist, actor, 
composer, and legendary wit whose sharp tongue was 

matched only by his profound musical genius. Set during 
a fateful 1958 appearance on The Jack Paar Show, this 

electrifying play captures one unforgettable night in the life 
of Hollywood’s most neurotic and uncensored personality. 

Experience the behind-the-scenes glamorous, and not-
so-glamorous, chaos of show business at its peak.

Directed by TOM FREY

Blisteringly funny, razor-sharp 
and deeply moving.

northcoastrep.org | (858) 481-1055

WEST COAST PREMIERE

SEPT 16-OCT 11



welcome!

Dear friends, 

Some people change history. Others change the way 
we think about ourselves. Eleanor Roosevelt did both. 
Tonight, North Coast Repertory Theatre invites you 
to spend an evening with one of the most influential 
women of the twentieth century—not through the 
pages of a history book, but through the intimacy and 
immediacy of live theatre.

When a production resonates as deeply as Eleanor has with audiences, 
bringing it back becomes less of a decision and more of an opportunity. 
We are thrilled to welcome this extraordinary play back to our stage, 
inviting new audiences to discover it and returning patrons to experience 
it anew.

Under the direction of David Ellenstein, Mark St. Germain’s beautifully 
crafted play brings us beyond the public figure and into the heart of an 
extraordinary woman. With warmth, wit, and remarkable candor, Eleanor 
Roosevelt reflects on a life devoted to public service while sharing the 
joys, heartbreaks, and convictions that shaped her enduring legacy.

At North Coast Rep, we believe the magic of live theatre lies in its 
ability to create genuine human connection. Every performance is a 
conversation between artists and audience—one that invites us to laugh, 
reflect, and see the world from a different perspective. In an increasingly 
busy world, these shared moments of curiosity and empathy feel more 
valuable than ever.

Productions like this are only possible because of the extraordinary 
commitment of our actors, directors, designers, crew, staff, volunteers, 
and loyal patrons. Their passion and generosity make North Coast Rep 
not simply a theatre, but a community where stories come alive and 
continue to inspire long after the curtain falls.

Thank you for joining us this evening and for supporting live theatre. 
We hope you leave with a renewed appreciation for one of history’s 
most remarkable women—and for the timeless power of a great story, 
beautifully told.

Enjoy the performance.

Katy Tanghe
Board of Directors



director’s note

It is with great delight that we are bringing back Kandis Chappell 
and her amazing performance as Ms. Roosvelt to our stage. Since 
we performed the show here a couple of seasons ago, it has been my 
please to take this play to three other theatres around the country 
to great success. Each time, audiences cheered and the packed 
theatres buzzed with excitement. It is only fitting that we come full 
circle for this encore presentation back where we began.

It isn’t easy to be our best selves. Life is filled with bumps and bruises — Mark 
St. Germain’s play Eleanor, doesn’t skirt those issues in Eleanor Roosevelt’s life — but 
somehow, we experience  through her difficult upbringing and complicated life, her 
better-self prevail;, and the world is better for it. A ground breaker and admired by the 
world, Mr. St. Germain’s play takes us inside this iconic and beloved individual.

Growing up, I vaguely knew who Eleanor Roosevelt was, but when she died I was 
a child. My parents mourned for the loss of her. I didn’t really understand her 
importance or why they cared so much. 

One of the joys of this experience has been to learn about this amazing woman 
who blazed a trail for so many who followed. To learn how this First Lady redefined 
that role, and used her influence to work tirelessly for the betterment of all people. 
Though a staunch Democrat politically, she was really a staunch Humanist who cared 
for all, and held “being of service” to the highest of ideals. She was respected and 
esteemed by world leaders and citizens of all political parties alike. If one thinks 
about people in the last century who worked for the cause of human rights and made 
a difference, other than Mahatma Gandhi, it is Eleanor Roosevelt that comes to mind.

One doesn’t approach working on a one-person play, especially about someone as 
well-known as Eleanor, without the right actor. Enter the splendid Kandis Chappell. 
Working with an accomplished and experienced actor like Kandis work to bring 
Mrs. Roosevelt to life, has been a pleasure and an honor. 

Working on this play has been a life affirming experience for me. 

Now I understand why my parents mourned the passing of Eleanor, and relish this 
opportunity to celebrate on the stage an amazing life well lived!

Welcome to Eleanor.

David Ellenstein 
Artistic Director

“THIS ABOVE ALL: TO THINE OWN SELF BE TRUE.”
HAMLET, ACT I SC. 3



NORTH COAST REPERTORY THEATRE
David Ellenstein, Artistic Director  |  Bill Kerlin, Managing Director

PRESENTS

CAST
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kandis Chappell*

DESIGN TEAM

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

“Eleanor” is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized performance materials are 
supplied by TRW PLAYS 1180 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 640, New York, NY 10036. www.trwplays.com 

“Eleanor” was originally commissioned by Florida Studio Theatre, Richard Hopkins, 
Producing Artistic Director. First production of Eleanor at Barrington Stage Company, Pittsfield, MA. 

Julianne Boyd, Artistic Director and Branden Huldeen, Artistic Producer.

SET DESIGN Michael Wogulis

LIGHTING DESIGN Matt Novotny

COSTUME DESIGN Elisa Benzoni+

SOUND & PROJECTION DESIGN Aaron Rumley

HAIR & WIG DESIGN Peter Herman

STAGE MANAGER Cindy Rumley*

By

MARK ST. GERMAIN
Directed by 

DAVID ELLENSTEIN

Season 44 has been made possible by the 

generosity of The Step Family Foundation

PLACE: Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington D.C.

TIME: The past and present

There will be no intermission

* The actor or stage manager appears through the courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States  |   Actors’ Equity 
Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents more than 45,000 actors and stage managers in the United States. Equity seeks to advance, promote and foster the art of live theatre 
as an essential component of our society. Equity negotiates wages and working conditions, providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension plans. AEA is a member 
of the AFL-CIO, and is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of performing arts unions. The Equity emblem is our mark of excellence. www.actorsequity.org
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Profiles

MARK�ST��GERMAIN�(Playwright) is delighted to see Eleanor return 
to North Coast Rep. His plays include Dancing Lessons, Freud’s Last 

Session, Camping with Henry and Tom, Forgiving Typhoid Mary, Becoming 

Dr. Ruth, Best of Enemies and Out of Gas on Lover’s Leap. His play The 

Happiest Man on Earth was recently seen in London and at the Sydney 
Opera House. With Randy Courts, he has written the musicals The Gifts 

of the Magi, Johnny Pye, and Jack’s Holiday. Stand by Your Man, the Tammy 
Wynette Musical, was created for Nashville’s Ryman Theater. With John 

Markus he wrote the comedy The Fabulous Lipitones. He is a  Board Member of the Great 
Barrington Public Theater which premiered his plays Dad and Public Speaking 101. He 
adapted “Freud’s Last Session” into a film starring Anthony Hopkins and co-wrote the 
screenplay for Carroll Ballard’s “Duma.” Television credits include “The Cosby Show” and 
Dick Wolfe’s “Crime and Punishment.” Mark has written the comedic memoir Walking Evil

and the thriller, The Mirror Man. He is a member of the Dramatists Guild and the Writers 
Guild East.

DAVID�ELLENSTEIN�(Director) 
(See Artistic Director bio in the program.)

KANDIS�CHAPPELL*�(Eleanor Roosevelt) is delighted to bring Eleanor 

back to North Coast Rep, where the journey began! Since that first NCRT 
production in June 2023, she has performed Eleanor at Laguna Playhouse; 
the Portland Stage Company in Maine; and the Rubicon Theatre in 
Ventura, CA. Kandis is an Associate Artist of the Old Globe here in 
San Diego, where she has appeared in more than 30 productions. She has 
performed extensively at South Coast Rep in Costa Mesa (north of North 
Coast Rep!), and at theaters across the country, including: The Mark Taper 

Forum in Los Angeles, ACT in San Francisco, the Intiman in Seattle, the Huntington in 
Boston, Milwaukee Rep, Seattle Rep, Kansas City Rep, Lincoln Center, and on Broadway.

THIS�ARTIST�SPONSORED�BY�ROBERT�HASKELL�&�EDUARDO�PEÑA-HERRERA

CINDY�RUMLEY*�(Stage Manager) is thrilled to be returning to North Coast Rep after 
previously stage managing here for 10 years. Recent shows include: Jekyll & Hyde, 

Eleanor, Blues in the Night, The Remarkable Mister Holmes... Cindy holds an M.F.A in stage 
management from UC Irvine.



Profiles

DESIGN�TEAM�

MICHAEL�WOGULIS�(Set Design) is a scenic, projections, and props designer based in 
San Diego. Previously, he’s designed props for North Coast Rep on Scapin,The Most Happy 

Fella, Birthday Candles, Beside Myself, and Beau Jest. Select scenic design credits: Seussical 

and The Prom at San Diego Musical Theatre, Spelling Bee at Oceanside Theatre Company, 
Blues for an Alabama Sky and Clyde’s at Moxie Theatre. Select projection design credits: 
The Apiary and The Mountaintop (Craig Noel Award winner) at New Village Arts, A Room 

in the Castle at Moxie Theatre. He is an alumnus of UCSD, holding both a BA and an MFA 
from the university. michaelwogulis.com

MATTHEW�NOVOTNY�(Light Design) is pleased to be designing another show for North 
Coast Rep, where he has designed close to 40 shows over the past seven years. Matthew 
is currently the Lighting Designer in Residence for San Diego Musical Theatre as well as 
North Coast Rep, and his work can be seen at a wide variety of theatres across San Diego. 
Matthew holds a B.A. in Technical Theatre from San Diego State and a master’s degree in 
Lighting Design from Boston University. Matthew is married to his beautiful wife Amanda, 
with five AMAZING children: Ragan, Harper, Heston, Maddex, and Harrison.

ELISA�BENZONI��(Costume Design) is thrilled to be back working on her eleventh season 
at North Coast Rep. She has worked on over 100 productions across Southern California 
with theatres including The Old Globe, La Jolla Playhouse, Geffen Playhouse, South Coast 
Repertory, Laguna Playhouse, Cygnet Theatre, San Diego Repertory, Diversionary Theatre, 
and New Village Arts. Being Italian born, Elisa has also had the opportunity to work and 
perfect her craft in Europe. She is currently professor of costume design at the University 
of San Diego.

AARON�RUMLEY�(Sound & Projection Design) has worked on over 120 shows at North 
Coast Rep, over 50 as a stage manager, over 20 as a designer. 

PETER�HERMAN�(Hair & Wigs Design) has previously designed wigs for over 60 North 
Coast Rep productions. Peter teaches wig and makeup design at San Diego State 
University. He is glad to be part of the creative team on this show.

Original set design at North Coast Rep  
was designed by Marty Burne�.

CREW
HALEY�CANALETTI



OUR STORY CONTINUES WITH YOU

For over four decades, North Coast Rep has brought people 

together through unforgettable stories, remarkable artists, and 

the intimacy of live theatre so close you can feel it. You can help 

ensure those experiences continue for generations to come.

NorthCoastRep.org/legacy/ or call 

Denise Young 858.481.2155 ext. 210.

LEGACY

CIRCLE
AT NORTH COAST REP



North Coast Repertory Theatre

North Coast Repertory Theatre, under the artistic leadership 
of David Ellenstein since 2003, is a professional Equity theatre 
currently celebrating its 44th Season. North Coast Rep has 
received critical acclaim from media and audiences alike and 
has evolved into one of the area’s leading performing arts 
organizations. North Coast Rep prides itself on employing the 
majority of its actors from Actors’ Equity Association for its 
high quality, award-winning productions, and staging works by 
established and emerging playwrights. Throughout its history, 
North Coast Rep has created a platform where artist and 
audience thrive through the intimacy of live theatre, recognizing 
the power of theatre to challenge complacency, revitalize the 
imagination, nurture the unexpected, and embrace the variety 

and diversity in our lives.

NORTH�COAST�REP�STAFF

David Ellenstein
Artistic Director

Bill Kerlin
Managing Director

Benjamin Cole
Director of Theatre School,  
Education & Outreach 

Nancy Richards
Director of Marketing 
& Public Relations

Jeff Needham
Patron Services & Information 
Technology Director

Brian Mackey
Associate Artistic Director

Denise Young
Director of Development

Marisa Kikis
Engagement &  
Individual Giving Manager 

Geoffrey Ulysses Geissinger
Development Associate 

Gabrielle Holley
Events, House  
& Volunteer Manager

Nathalia Marques
Digital Marketing Specialist

Noelle Marion
Marketing Assistant

Coral McMurtry
Finance Manager

Michael Podd   
Sales 

Ma� FitzGerald
Production Manager

Liam Sullivan 
Associate Production Manager

Joshua Kelly
Associate Production Manager

Jacob Sampson
Scenic Supervisor

Tim Baran
Scenic Associate 

Jasper Lent
Wardrobe Supervisor

Steve Smith
Administrative Assistant

Austin Jenniches
Box Office Manager

Diane Bradley, Alyssa Cook, 
Maggie Harris, Nan Pace
House Management

Donovan Bakin
Patron Services Lead

David Ellenstein 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Born into a theatrical family, David has worked in theatres 
across the country for more than five decades. Before joining 
North Coast Rep in 2003, he served as Artistic Director of 
the Los Angeles Repertory Company and the Arizona Jewish 
Theatre Company. He also served as Artistic Director of Laguna 
Playhouse.

A veteran of more than 300 productions, David has directed an 
extensive range of classics, contemporary works, musicals, 
and world premieres. Favorite productions at North Coast 
Rep include Louisa Gillis (World Premiere), Birthday Candles, 

A View from the Bridge, The Cherry Orchard, The Homecoming, 

Becoming Dr. Ruth, An Iliad, The Outsider, Holmes & Watson, 

The Father, Travels with My Aunt, Hedda Gabler (World Premiere 
Translation), Freud’s Last Session (San Diego Premiere), 
Becoming Cuba (World Premiere), Henry IV Part 1, My Name is 

Asher Lev, The Drawer Boy, Ghosts, Talley’s Folly, The Dresser, 

A Moon for the Misbegotten, Tuesdays with Morrie, Romeo and 

Juliet, and Einstein Comes Through and The Remarkable Mister 

Holmes, both of which he also co-authored.

Other directing credits include Sonia Flew starring Lucie Arnaz 
at Coconut Grove Playhouse; Halpern and Johnson starring 
Hal Linden and Brian Murray; The Chosen starring Theodore 
Bikel and John Lloyd Young at Paper Mill Playhouse; His Royal 

Hipness Lord Buckley at 59E59 Theaters; and productions 
at Portland Stage, Rubicon Theatre Company, Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, Laguna Playhouse, and Southwest 
Shakespeare Company.

David is the recipient of numerous theatre honors, including 
the San Diego Theatre Critics Circle Award for “2018 Director 
of the Year.”



General Information

Theatre Address

987 Lomas Santa Fe Dr., Suite D
Solana Beach, CA 92075

Box Office

Hours are Monday-Sunday,  Noon to 4 p.m. 
Performance days, Noon to curtain. 
858.481.1055
Fax 858.481.1527

Group Sales

858-481-2155 ext. 202

Administrative Office

977 Lomas Santa Fe Dr., Suite E
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Hours are: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
858.481.2155
Fax 858.481.1527

Website

northcoastrep.org

Restrooms

Accessible restrooms are located in our cafe and additional 
restrooms are located upstairs in the courtyard area.

Parking

There is plenty of safe, free parking directly in front of the 
theatre and additional parking is available behind the theatre.

Late Arrivals

Late arrivals will be seated at the discretion of the house 
manager. Latecomers may be asked to wait until intermission 
to be seated or reschedule. We encourage our patrons to plan 
ahead as weather and traffic may delay your arrival.

Show Content & Age Restrictions

North Coast Rep does not offer advisories about subject 
matter, as sensitivities vary from person to person. If you have 
any questions about content, age-appropriateness or stage 
effects (such as strobe lights or theatrical fog) that might have 
a bearing on patron comfort, please contact the box office at 
(858) 481-1055. All patrons must have a ticket regardless of 
age. No children under 6 years of age will be admitted to main 
stage productions. NORTH COAST REP IS NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS.

In consideration of your fellow patrons…

For your safety and as a courtesy to the performers, please 
remain seated until the performance has ended and the house 
lights have come on. Please turn off cell phones, watch alarms, 
and beepers. Heavy fragrances (perfumes/colognes) can be 
distracting and cause allergic reactions for some guests. Please 
be considerate of others. Use of camera and recording devices 
is not permitted in the theatre. Smoking is permitted only in 
the outdoor courtyard of the theatre. Use of a ticket constitutes 
acknowledgement of willingness to appear in photographs 
taken in public access areas of the theatre and releases it and 
all others from liabilities resulting from such photographs.

Andrea Campuzzano 
Annabelle Ouellet 
Jake Fargo
Patron Services 

Benedict Heaps 
Kaylin Poblete
TS@NCRT Education 
Assistants

Melani Bruce 
Volunteer Marketing Assistant

Donna D’Angelo 
Barron Henzel
Graphic Designers

Denise Young 
Webmaster

Insight Biz Coach LLC
Consultant

Julie Nemitz
Digital Marketing Consultant

Theatre School Instructors at 

NorthCoastRepTheatreSchool.org

For sponsorship or to 
become a donor: 
Denise Young
858-481-2155 ext 210
denise@northcoastrep.org

For questions regarding 
the Theatre School@
North Coast Rep:
Benjamin Cole
858-481-2155 ext 216
ben@northcoastrep.org

To advertise in this 
program or for 
other advertising 
opportunities:
Nancy Richards
858-481-2155 ext 220
nancy@northcoastrep.org 

For group sales 
information and tickets: 
Michael Podd
858-481-2155, ext. 202
groupsales@northcoastrep.org

For tickets: 
858-481-1055 
www.northcoastrep.org
Toll-free 888-776-NCRT (6278)



JAN 6-JAN 31, 2027
WEST COAST PREMIERE

JUN 2-JUN 27, 2027
SAN DIEGO PREMIERE

FEB 24-MAR 21, 2027
A CLASSIC SATIRE

JUL 14-AUG 8, 2027
WORLD PREMIERE

SEP 16-OCT 11, 2026
WEST COAST PREMIERE

OCT 28-NOV 22, 2026
A BROADWAY HIT

APR 14-MAY 9, 2027
AN INTIMATE REVIVAL

northcoastrep.org

box office: 858-481-1055

group sales: 858-481-2155, x202

Season 45
ANNOUNCING

Subscribe & Get 7 Shows 
for the Price of 6!*
Catch every moment of drama, 
comedy, romance, and music in 
2026–27 with our 7-Play Subscription 
Package! Buy 3 or more shows and 
receive $9 o� each regular priced 
ticket. Flex tickets are also available.  

(*Based on full price ticket.)


